If Doxycycline is the Primary Drug

Directions for Screeners: Ask the patient for their Head of Household screening form.  Ask the following questions for each person listed on the form to choose the best antibiotic.  For children less than 9 years old, use the pediatric dosing guide to indicate the number of teaspoons to be given. The number of teaspoons remains the same if antibiotic suspension is available at the POD or the pills must be crushed at home.


Patient Screening Questions:

Ask if person has an allergy (rash, swelling, hives or difficulty breathing) to doxycycline or related drug like tetracycline?

· If NO – Give doxycycline: either pediatric dose (if <87 pounds or <9 years) or adult

dose.
· If YES – If reaction is consistent with allergy (rash, hives, swelling or difficulty

breathing), ask if allergy (rash, swelling, hives or difficulty breathing) to ciprofloxacin

or related drug like Levaquin or ofloxacin?

· If NO – Ask if the patient is taking the drug tizanidine (Zanaflex™)?
· If NO – Give ciprofloxacin: either pediatric dose (if <64

pounds or < 9 years) or adult dose.

· If YES – Ask if the person has an allergy (rash, hives,

swelling or difficulty breathing) to amoxicillin or related drug like penicillin?
· If NO – Give amoxicillin: either pediatric

dose (if <64 pounds or < 9 years old) or

adult dose.

· If YES – Raise red sign and refer to Medical

Operations Lead for alternative prophylaxis

not available at POD (e.g. clindamycin,

rifampin).

· If YES – If reaction is consistent with allergy (rash, swelling, hives or

difficulty breathing), ask if allergy (rash, swelling, hives or difficulty

breathing) to amoxicillin or related drug like penicillin?
· If NO – Give amoxicillin: either pediatric dose (if <64

pounds or < 9 years old) or adult dose.

· If YES – Raise red sign and refer to Medical Operations

Lead for alternative prophylaxis not available at POD

(e.g. clindamycin, rifampin).

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Is there a drug interaction between doxycycline and tizanidine (Zanaflex™)? No, there is no known drug interaction between these two medications.

2. What if the woman is pregnant or breast-feeding? Ciprofloxacin or doxycyline is recommended in pregnant or lactating women for post-exposure prophylaxis for prevention of anthrax. The risks associated with the serious and lifethreatening complications from anthrax or other exposures outweigh any risks from taking ciprofloxacin or doxycyline.

3. What if the person has kidney or liver disease? Ciprofloxacin is cleared through the kidney. Thus, the

medication fact sheet will direct patients with kidney disease or those who are on dialysis to see their physician for monitoring and possible dosage adjustments.

4. What is the safety concern with children taking ciprofloxacin or doxycycline? Ciprofloxacin or doxycyline is recommended for children for post-exposure prophylaxis. The risks associated with the serious and life-threatening complications from anthrax or other exposures outweigh any risks from taking ciprofloxacin or doxycyline.

5. What if pediatric suspension is not available? Each child is given a bottle of the adult form of the appropriate medication with instructions on how to crush the medication at home.

